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With Dr. Roderick



Engaging our gifted learners and “out of the 
box” thinkers

Universal Themes and Concepts

Instant Challenges



Thinking “outside the box”
Below are nine dots arranged in a set of three rows. The goal of the puzzle is to link 
all 9 dots using four straight lines or fewer, without lifting the pen and without 
tracing the same line more than once.

Try this now by quickly drawing nine dots on a piece of paper and have a go with a 
pencil. Good luck!



Thinking “outside the box”
Solution



What are Universal Themes/Concepts?

A universal theme is an idea that applies to anyone regardless 
of cultural differences or geographic location.  Universal 
themes are ways to connect ideas across all disciplines.  It is a 
central idea about the human condition.  It is a generalization 
about life or human nature; they deal with basic human 
concerns.  



Universal Themes- Monthly Focus
August/September Relationships
October Conflict
November Exploration
December Patterns
January Order
February Force or Influence
March Power
April Structure
May Systems
June Change



Study Buddies 
Each month, classes meet with their Study Buddies and work together on different 
activities within the theme for the month.  

Games, discussions, activities are aligned to the theme that month.



In class discussion
Teachers are encouraged to talk about the theme in class each month.  

Encourage discussion, questioning, deep thinking



Using the themes/concepts
Present idea, solicit assumptions, research, revisit assumptions, connect to 
something else

Teaching for relevance means letting the learner feel relevant

Ask them what they think, or how they feel about something



Change

What never changes?

What do you know about 
change?



Change
Change generates additional change

Change can be either positive or negative

Change is inevitable

Change is necessary for growth

Change can be evolutionary or revolutionary



Instant Challenges



Monthly Instant Challenge
Each month, Dr. Roderick leads an instant challenge that is aligned to the monthly 
theme.  

Instant challenge takes place during recess and all students 1st-5th grade are 
invited to participate.



What is an instant challenge?

Instant Challenges can be performance-based, task-based or 
a combination of the two. Many require materials—most of 
which are everyday items that can typically be found at your 
home. The best part is that you can also modify the Instant 
Challenge materials to better suit your needs.







Let’s engage in an instant challenge!
Concurrent Towers

Challenge: Your task is to BUILD two towers as tall as possible, with each tower 
using as many types of materials as possible that are different from each other. 

Time: You will have one minute to plan and discuss your strategy, and four minutes 
to build your two towers. 



Conclusion
Provide opportunities for all types of thinkers to get engaged in their learning

Think deeper and more critically

Stay motivated 

Projects and choice



Questions?



Coffee Talk Series with Dr. Roderick
January 10, 2017 @ 8:15- Topic: Math support and resources for parents

February 7, 2017 @ 8:15-Topic: Data presentation: overview of student academic 
progress

March 7, 2017 @ 8:15 - Topic: To be determined

April 25, 2017 @ 8:15- Topic: To be determined


